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In the Bible, God is seen in many different lights. He is Creator, 
Deliverer, Holy One. He is also Gracious One, Enemy Slayer and 
Healer (see Testimonies, pg 32). But there is one portrait of Him that 
really warms our hearts. God, to us, is Father, Abba, Daddy.

When the Solid Rock team was tasked to write something 
memorable about our fathers (see pg 25), we dug deep into our 
memories and trawled through dusty boxes in search of old pictures. 
As a team, we were delighted to take the opportunity to thank and 
celebrate our fathers on this special day.

Yet even as we remember our daddies, let us continue to look to 
Abba, our perfect heavenly Daddy (see The Greatest Dad Ever, pg 20). 
He is a Daddy who knows each of us by name and numbers the hairs 
on our heads; a Daddy who loves us completely and unconditionally.

In the beginning of the year, Senior Pastor Joseph Prince 
declared that 2013 is themed The Key Of David. As we focus our eyes 
on Jesus, the holder of the key, He opens doors for us that no one 
can shut, and closes doors that no one can open. (Isaiah 22:22) We 
have already witnessed divine provision and blessed opportunities 
all around. In He Opens And No One Can Shut (see pg 26), three New 
Creation Church members share how this year’s theme has impacted 
their lives. We also discover how praising and worshipping Him is key 
to opening the doors for His grace in our lives. (see His Word, pg 12) 

Also in Praising God In The Storm (see pg 40), we see how praise 
and worship has the power to lift us up even in the midst of difficult 
situations. We share several resources on the book of Psalms that will 
surely raise your spirits. It helps us remember that when the going gets 
tough, the tough keep on praising! 

So, let’s continue to lift our praises to Daddy 
God! We trust and hope (confidently 
expect) that your year will continue 
to be full of His goodness.

THE SOLID ROCK TEAM
solid.rock@newcreation.org.sg

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  S O L I D  R O C K  T E A M

My beloved child,

I love you with an everlasting love.

Yours always,
Daddy God

Jeremiah 31:3
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UPFRONT OUR CHURCH

Sunday, 21 April 2013 was no ordinary day as New Creation 
Church (NCC) welcomed Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN) 
and the world, into our new home at The Star Performing Arts 
Centre (The Star PAC) during the second service.

The TBN team, which included well-known hosts Matt 
and Laurie Crouch, flew in to record our Sunday service 
experience. This was subsequently broadcast worldwide over 
TBN’s network of more than 70 satellites. TBN is the world’s 
largest Christian network reaching millions of homes globally.

The service kicked off with a stirring percussion 
performance. This was coupled with a special rendition of 
our church’s well-known and beloved song, I See Grace, 
composed by NCC songwriter Karen Lim. Sung in five 

different languages, it was a heartwarming affirmation that the 
grace of God reaches out to every nation, tribe, people and 
tongue.

Senior Pastor Joseph Prince then took centre stage with 
a powerful message that reminded us about our position as 
blessed children of God. It is a standing that will never change 
as it is based on the finished work of Christ, and not on what 
we have or have not done.

Likewise, it is only because of His unmerited favour that 
our church has been so abundantly blessed to be a platform 
for the gospel of Jesus to be preached to the nations. Indeed, 
we are thankful that He is using us to be a beacon of His 
grace.

SPECIAL RECORDING SERVICE

A cross-section of the 
auditorium – wait to be 
bowled over!

New Creation Church Welcomes The World

TBN hosts, Matt and Laurie 
Crouch interview Pastor Prince.

The glorious 
100-strong choir.

Grace in any language!

Thousands of hearts glowing in the dark. 
It was a shining expression of love 

and appreciation on Sunday, 12 May as 
New Creation Church came together as 
one to celebrate Senior Pastor Joseph 
Prince’s birthday. 

Right on cue, a sea of mini hearts 
glowed in the dark across The Star 
Theatre and other service venues as a 
visibly touched senior pastor took the 
stage. Scores of church members raised 
their mobile phones – some even their 
tablets – and enthusiastically waved a 
specially designed wallpaper (a white 
heart against a red backdrop). 

The heart-warming conclusion 
to the celebration service came after a 
special segment that featured upbeat 
video presentations and humorous skits 

by our very own pastors and servers 
from the Creative/Media ministries. It 
highlighted memorable events in Pastor 
Prince’s life, with a special focus on his 
teenage years.

The pastors had the congregation 
in fits of laughter in the skits when they 
reenacted Pastor Prince’s experiences 
with a demanding platoon sergeant 
during national service as well as a nasty 
teacher in secondary school.

This special service ended with the 
congregation blessing their senior pastor 
in song.

“Thanks for making me feel 
so nostalgic,” said a smiling and 
appreciative Pastor Prince at the end 
of the service. “I think I have the best 
congregation in the world!”

Blessed Birthday, Pastor Prince!
SPECIAL SERVICE

Our “army” of pastors and servers take the 
stage by storm with their hilarious antics.

Pastor Prince, accompanied 
by his family, receives 
birthday blessings from the 
congregation.

“Pastor Prince” appears in his 
platoon sergeant’s dream.

Some of our pastors and servers re-enacting a 
classroom scene from Pastor Prince’s school days.

Waving their 
hearts in love and 
appreciation.
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UPFRONT OUR CHURCH

30,000 And Growing
Our official weekly church attendance as at end 
March 2013 is 30,000. Praise Jesus!

A record 4,113 children turned 
up for a special Rock Kidz 
Resurrection Sunday celebration  
on 31 March 2013. It was the 
highest attendance in the history 
of our children’s ministry,  
Rock Kidz.

The kids caught a special 
video presentation titled His Life 
For Mine which showed how Jesus 
died to take all the “bad” in them 
and rose again to give them all 
the “good” in their lives!

The children responded 
enthusiastically and there were  
85 salvations.

“Children are receiving 
Jesus through our Rock Kidz 
classes!” enthused SH Tan, a 
volunteer with our children’s 
ministry. “God is indeed doing 
a marvellous work in their  
lives!”

The classes ended with each 
child writing thank-you cards to 
Daddy God and Jesus.

Rocking Kids’ Celebration
ROCK KIDZ SPECIAL SERVICES

Love letters...

... to Jesus.

It was a moving and memorable 
experience for more than  
30,000 congregation members as 
New Creation Church celebrated 
Resurrection Sunday on  
31 March 2013. 

Each service began with a blend 
of live performances and captivating 
visual displays that helped tell the 
greatest love story ever, between God 
and man. Vivid graphic animations 

of flowers blooming and wilting on 
the arch above The Star Theatre stage 
helped set the scene of God’s love and 
His creation. 

“It was such an impactful service,” 
said Lim Ying, a congregation 
member. “I especially loved how the 
flowers bloomed on the arch. It was 
so much like a fairy tale and I was so 
touched to be reminded of Daddy 
God’s awesome love for us.”

This powerful theme of grace 
and redemptive love continued 
throughout every aspect of the 
service, from praise and worship, to 
the message by Senior Pastor Joseph 
Prince that magnified God’s immense 
love for His people. He declared that 
Jesus’ resurrection is proof of our 
complete clearance from the debt of 
sin, a “divine receipt” that has sealed 
our salvation once and for all.

Powerful Celebration Of God’s Love
RESURRECTION SUNDAY SERVICES

Seeing His grace in 
the Holy Communion.

Beautiful animations.

Our worship team, including some youths 
from The Zone, declare that Jesus is risen.
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Over 100 salvations, many homes 
blessed, and the name of Jesus 
highly exalted. It was the first-ever 
Bible camp missions trip organised 
by our church youths. Lives were 
impacted as God moved mightily 
throughout a small, rural village in 
Chiang Rai, Thailand.

In March this year, 45 
volunteers from The Zone, our 
church’s youth ministry, made 

the journey to northern Thailand 
to minister to children through a 
three-day Bible camp.

Through classroom lessons, 
fun-filled games and activities, 
home visits, as well as an evangelistic 
night where adults were invited,  
our church youths became 
instruments of God’s love and 
grace. By the end of the trip, more 
than 100 people (including 95 

children) gave their lives to Jesus!
“It was such a blessing to see 

how the simple love of God touched 
so many children and villagers,” 
said Bridget Kang, the youth team 
leader for the trip. “But my greatest 
blessing was to see our team of 
youths being touched individually 
by the Lord’s love for them and 
many receiving breakthroughs in 
their own lives.”

Blessed By Missions
THE ZONE YOUTH MINISTRY

UPFRONT OUR CHURCH

INSIDER

 
Issac remembered the time when he 
met an African American gentleman 
who was spotted attending all four 
services one Sunday. The visitor had 
arrived from the United States and was 
leaving on the day itself. 

“Apparently, he did not even stay 
in a hotel during his transit and just 
attended service after service!” Issac 
exclaimed. 

“The man then said that he was 
so blessed by Pastor Prince’s television 
broadcast while in America that he had 
to come see pastor and the church life 
for himself. He was full of thanks to 
God!”

Issac also recounted an incident 
with a burly Croatian seaman 
who seemed to have everything 
together. This man stood, in a 
sea of faces, seemingly unfazed 
by anything. But here he was, 
standing in front of me, a child 
of God who was seeking help, 
just like any one of us.”  

“I was initially intimidated 
by him,” Issac confessed. “He 
was a big man and looked fierce 
and domineering.”

However, a deeper 
conversation with the sailor 
revealed how he had been 
struggling with his finances 
and marriage. By God’s grace, 
a passenger on board his ship 
had given him Pastor Prince’s 
sermon CDs and he started 
listening to the Word. 

After two years of listening 
to the CDs, the ship finally 
docked at Singapore.

“The Croatian sailor 
attended NCC for the first time 
and was so excited to realise his 
dream of visiting the church!” 

“Christ works marvellously 
in everyone and the sailor’s 
joy and tearful eyes convinced 
me that God can work in every 
situation,” shared Issac. “All  
I do is turn up for my duties 
and watch God work. And He 
has never failed to surprise 
me!”

Travelling tourists. Visiting locals. 
Newcomers. New believers.  

Welcome to New Creation 
Church’s Welcome Lounge – a 
friendly place where new visitors 
to our church flock to after service 
every Sunday, week after week. 

“Many visitors come from 
different parts of the world and 
always want to know how they 
can stay connected with us,” said 
Issac Chew, a leader who serves at 
the Welcome Lounge at The Star 
Performing Arts Centre. 

“Once, I even witnessed people 
quietly forming a queue at the 
lounge so that they could speak 
with somebody from our church!” 
he added. 

The 41-year-old tertiary 
educator has been serving at our 
church’s Welcome Lounge for 
seven years. Part of his duties 
include welcoming visitors and new 
believers, sharing church service 
information, and helping them get 
rooted in local care groups across 
the island. 

“We also assure them that they 
are children of God. And they are 
made righteous in Christ when 
they received Jesus as their Lord 
and Saviour,” explained Isaac 
who is also a doting father of an 
11-year-old girl.

Isaac also counts it his privilege 
to be a representative who provides 
first impressions of the church.

Photo: Kevin Chua

A Warm Welcome 
First impressions usually last. JOANNE CHONG-RODRIGUES speaks with Isaac Chew  

to understand why and how the Welcome Lounge is an important stop for a new visitor. 

Blessed to be 
a blessing.

He ain’t heavy, 
he’s my brother!
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UPFRONT

was going into my chest. While 
in the operating theatre, I died. 
I remember leaving my body and 
standing in the presence of Jesus. 
When I was there, I kept thinking that 
if God started playing a movie about 
my life and screened everything that 
I had done wrong before, I would be 
so unworthy. I kept asking myself if 
I had done enough in my life. But 
Jesus said to me, “It’s not about you. 
It’s all about Me. It’s about what 
I have done on the cross, and not 
about your works. And all you need 
to do is believe in Me.” I realised 
what the grace of God truly meant, 
and what I experienced at that time 
absolutely changed the way I lived.

How did that revelation of God’s 
grace change your life?  
All of a sudden, the freedom of grace 
placed me in a position to serve God 
much better! As a pastor, one can 
suffer from a lot of condemnation. 
People will say you are not praying 
enough, or spending enough time 
in the Word. Before you know it, 
you feel condemned and unworthy. 
But as Pastor Prince always says, 
right believing produces right living. 
Grace doesn’t make one live in an 
ungodly manner. Instead, it makes 
you live in a more godly way! This 
revelation has had a profound effect 
on the leadership and the people in 
our church. Thousands of people in 
South Africa have been impacted. I 
believe this is just the beginning! 

10MIN. R AY MCCAULEY
W
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A s a daughter and a mother  
 of four, I have realised that a  
 father’s love has an impact on 

his children that leaves a legacy of 
blessings on future generations.    

I grew up in a loving family, 
and to this day, my 90-year-old 
father is a peace-loving man who 
demonstrates his love to me in 
countless ways. Being a recipient of 
that love has set the standard of what 
a father’s love should be. 

By God’s grace, I am also 
blessed to see this love played out 
in my own family life. For my two 
boys, I have seen how important it 
is for them to know how much their 
father loves them, and how their 
father is a role model who they can 
look up to and emulate. The sense 
of “maleness” and what it means to 
be a man come from their father. To 
Shemael, 13, and Joel, 12, having 
their dad wrestle with them on the 
floor, go cycling together, doing 
“guy” things together are crucial as 
this bond defines and shapes them 
on their journeys to becoming men.

What about a daddy’s love for 
his girls? I love to watch my girls 
unabashedly hug their daddy (and 
never wanting to let go). In that, I 
see their sense of security and trust 
being established. Isabel, 17 and 
Ahrielle, 9, may not get away with 
everything, but they know their 
daddy loves them and will always 
watch out for them. I remember 
when they were younger, they used 

minute reflection of the true agape 
love of my Daddy God. I cannot 
even begin to fully express the 
magnitude of the Father’s love for 
me. I have come to experience it. 
I can hardly count the number 
of times He has assured me and 
comforted me through the Bible. 
He has been my defence and 
refuge, my provider, my healer... 
He continues to love me no matter 
what state I am in, and regardless 
of whether I love Him or not. 

As parents, we may, on 
occasion, feel short-changed or 
even feel that we fall short. But it 
is in this very lack or weakness that  
we have reason to rejoice.  
(2 Corinthians 12:5, 9-10) For 
in our weakness and inability, 
Jesus is our strength. When we 
fail, He lifts us up. When we lack, 
He more than makes up for it. 
It is this very love that works in 
us, through us and for us. And 
in spite of our imperfections, we 
have faith that our children know 
that their heavenly Father’s hands 
of love are forever embracing 
them.

To me, it is in this very 
knowledge that I am nothing, can 
do nothing and have nothing that  
I can be boosted in my Daddy 
God’s love. And as I become more 
and more consumed by His love 
for me, my little ones (and not so 
little ones) become beneficiaries 
of this overflow. 

to say they only wanted to marry 
their daddy. Their innocence and 
pure trust in him is the foundation 
from which one day I trust my Jesus 
will cause them to live blessed lives 
with their future husbands.

Yet a father’s love is only a 

“He has been my defence 
and refuge, my provider, 
my healer... He continues 
to love me no matter 
what state I am in, and 
regardless of whether I 
love Him or not.”

Photo: Christopher Chang

FROM THE HEART
RACHEL MATHEWS

A Father’s Love 
“… My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness…” 

(2 Corinthians 12:9)

Senior Pastor of Rhema Bible Church in Johannesburg, South Africa, Pastor Ray McCauley was recently in 
Singapore and shared an awesome testimony about his death-and-back-to-life experience. SOLID ROCK sat 
down with him and discovered more.

When and how did you first hear 
about the gospel of grace? 
A few years ago, my son Josh 
returned from a Hillsong 
Conference in London a changed 
man. He was so passionate and 
enthusiastic about what he had 
heard. Josh shared with me about 
how Pastor Joseph Prince’s (who was 
an invited speaker at the conference) 
preaching on the gospel of grace 
made such a profound impact on 
him. I looked at him and said, “I 
have always preached about grace!” 
But he said to me, “No dad, this is 
different. I have never heard the 
gospel preached this way before!”

What happened then? 
I didn’t have an instant conversion 

into preaching grace as I do now, 
but we invited Pastor Prince to come 
to our conference in South Africa. 
I began to see the revelation of the 
grace of God, and it really touched 
me. I noticed that people were staying 
behind after the service, and they 
were weeping and crying. Not only 
was there an incredible anointing 
when Pastor Prince preached, but 
later on, there were also accounts of 
people being absolutely touched and 
transformed by the Word preached.

Tell us more about your  
death-and-back-to-life encounter. 
It was in 2010 and I experienced 
some chest pains. According to 
my heart surgeon, my heart had 
ruptured in 12 places and blood 
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PRAISE 
OPENS  
THE DOOR 
TO GRACE
A   nnie was having a wonderful time with her family in  

 sunny Singapore. They had flown here all the way  
 from Japan to soak in the Christmas festive season. 

In fact, the highlight of their trip was to attend New Creation 
Church’s very first service at our spanking new venue – The 
Star Performing Arts Centre, and they were thrilled to be 
part of the opening celebration during the service that day.  

But on New Year’s Day, the day they were to leave for 
Japan, Annie woke up feeling nauseated and having  
severe stomach pains. What a way to start the new year!  
To make matters worse, they were scheduled to fly home 
that night. And as Annie’s symptoms persisted throughout 
the day and she started feeling feverish, she was worried  
that she wouldn’t be able to withstand the seven-hour 
journey home.

Then, recalling something that I had preached in  
one of my sermons on the goodness of God, she began to 
look to the Lord instead of focus on her pain. In the  
midst of her persistent symptoms, she began to praise 
the Lord in a very simple way. She shared, “As long as the 
symptoms continued, I kept whispering, ‘Praise the Lord 
for He is good.’”

That night, friends from church came to see Annie 
and her family off at the airport and to pray for them. To 
her amazement, shortly after they entered the departure 
gate, she discovered that all her pain and symptoms had 
disappeared. She said, “I suddenly realised that I had no 
more nausea, stomach cramps or pain. In fact, I had a very 
good flight back to Japan that night. Praise the Lord for  
He IS good!”
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Magnify The Lord
You’ve heard of the saying, “Turn your cares into prayers.” 
I want to encourage you today to also turn your pains into 
praises. I’m not just talking about physical pain, but any 
kind of pain. The pain of a rejection. The pain of being in 
debt and depressed. Or perhaps the pain of being addicted 
to something that’s tearing your life apart. 

When we experience pain in any form, we tend to focus 
on the pain and on ourselves. “When is it going to end? 
Why is this happening to me? How am I going to go on?” 
We dwell on and magnify the problem until it becomes a 
big, hairy monster in our consciousness. We see ourselves 
as small grasshoppers incapable of overcoming the giant. 
And the more we focus on our challenge and how big it 
seems, the more we become fearful and depressed, and feel 
hopeless.

God, however, wants us to magnify Him in our 
consciousness. When we see how big, powerful, strong and 
loving He is towards us, then peace comes. Hope comes. 
Strength comes. Faith rises and we’re reminded that no 
problem is insurmountable. Every mountain melts like 
wax in His loving presence as we look to Him (Psalm 97:5). 
There’s a hymn that goes, “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
look full in His wonderful face, and the things on earth will 
grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and grace.” In 
the light of Jesus’ glory and grace, the largeness of the pain 
or problem pales in comparison, and we are assured that 
all things are possible with Him. My friend, He will make 
a road in your wilderness and refreshing streams in your 
desert (Isaiah 43:19). Look to Him and magnify Him!

One of the best and simplest ways to magnify God 
in our consciousness is to just praise and worship Him. 
There’s something very powerful about praising God in the 
midst of our challenges. It puts our focus back on the One 
who loves us perfectly, whose resources are limitless, and it 
opens the door to His lavish grace!

The good news is that through the cross of Jesus, there 
is already an open heaven above you – God is constantly 
supplying an abundance of His grace to you. But when you 
praise and worship Him for His goodness in spite of your 
circumstances, you begin to lay hold of that grace that’s 
already present. You begin to walk in it and experience His 
supply in the situations that you are facing.  

Praise Opens The Door To Grace
You may be wondering why I say that praise opens the door 
to God’s grace. Is there Scripture for this?

Well, the first time the word “praise” appears in the 
Bible is in Genesis 29:35. When Leah bore a fourth son to 
Jacob, she said, “Now I will praise the Lord.” That’s why she 

named this son Judah, which simply means “praise.” 
Now, the word “praise” is the Hebrew word yadah. 

Yadah is made up of three Hebrew alphabets: yud (י) 
dalet (ד) and hei (ח). If you’re familiar with the Hebrew 
alphabet, you would know that each alphabet corresponds 
to a particular pictogram as well as number. So yud 
corresponds to a hand. Dalet corresponds to a door.  
Hei corresponds to “5,” the number of grace. So when  
you put them all together, you have:

Hebrew reads from right to left. So can you unravel the 
key that’s hidden in the Hebrew word yadah?  What does 
“hand (on) door (of) grace” mean? What is it trying to tell 
us about yadah or praise? My friend, it tells us that every 
time we yadah or praise the Lord, praise opens the door of 
grace in our lives! God’s Word is so amazing – there are no 
insignificant details.

Whatever the challenge you are facing today, I want to 
encourage you to just turn to the Lord in praise, and you 
will see the door of His grace swing wide open for you. His 
grace will come flooding into your situation, to give you 
hope, impart faith and wisdom to you, deliver you, restore 
you… to give you whatever you need!

Please understand that we don’t praise God for the 
problem. We praise Him in spite of the problem and in 
the midst of the problem, because we know that no matter 
what the challenge, His love for us never fails. He is good 
and His mercy endures forever. When we consciously 
remember and worship Him for His goodness and mercy, 
we will see His unmerited favour and unlimited power 
unleashed in the situations that we are facing. 

So start singing praises to the Lord. If you have a 
problem at work, sing praises. If you’re feeling lonely and 
down, practise His presence and worship Him. If you’re 
under the weather or have been given a bad medical report, 
sing praises to your Healer and worship the One who is 
bigger than any medical crisis. Open the door to His grace 
and let Him impart to you the blessings and breakthroughs 
you need. Let Him do the impossible for you!

Praising God in the midst 
of our challenges puts our 
focus back on the One who 
loves us perfectly and whose 
resources are limitless.

hei (ח)
grace

dalet (ד)
door

Praise
yadah
י ד ח

yud (י)
hand
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Praise When All Else Fails
When my daughter Jessica was a baby, I remember her 
being sick one time with a raging fever. She was crying 
ceaselessly throughout the night. My precious, adorable 
baby girl was in so much discomfort it broke my heart. 
Wendy and I had done what we could in terms of doctors 
and medicine. I had laid hands on my child and prayed for 
her healing. I had rebuked the sickness, bound it, loosed 
healing and so on. But all our best efforts didn’t seem to 
make any difference. 

Have you been there before, where you’ve tried 
everything you know to do and nothing worked?

When Jessica managed to doze off for a while and the 
lights were off, I went over to her crib, lifted up my hands 
and said, “Lord, I’ve used all the formulas I know.” Then, 
at my wits’ end, I began to just worship Him, singing under 
my breath, “In Your presence, in Your presence, there is 
peace, sweet peace. In Your presence, in Your presence, 
there is joy…” I looked to my Saviour and just began to 
be conscious of and thankful for His love and presence. 
Instead of seeking the healing, I began to just focus on 
Jesus, my Healer.

I continued to sing, “I will linger, I will stay, in Your 
presence, day by day, till Your likeness be seen in me.” As I 
immersed myself in my Lord’s love for me and my family, 
I felt as if His presence had come into the room and begun 
to saturate it. I felt His amazing peace sweep over my heart 
and ragged nerves, and all my fears and anxieties about 
Jessica began to melt away. He became bigger than the 
sickness, than the lack. As I continued to let praise go up to 
the Lord, Jessica even awoke, smiled at me and fell asleep 
again. And when she got up the next morning, she was 
completely well!

David The Great Worshipper
If there was one person in the Bible who had a deep 
revelation of the power of praise and worship, it was David. 

David, whom the Bible describes as a man after God’s heart 
(Acts 13:22), wasn’t just a giant slayer and great king. He was 
also someone who really knew how to praise and worship 
God, especially when he was feeling downcast, lonely or 
fearful. The author of many beautiful and Spirit-inspired 
psalms in the Bible, David constantly sang of the Lord’s 
goodness and mercy. He habitually reminded himself that 
God was greater than every enemy he was up against and that 
God was always watching over him:  

Psalm 3:3–4

But You, O Lord, are a shield for me, my glory and the One who 

lifts up my head. I cried to the Lord with my voice, and He heard 

me from His holy hill. 

Psalm 57:9–11

I will praise You, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing to You 

among the nations. For Your mercy reaches unto the heavens, 

and Your truth unto the clouds. Be exalted, O God, above the 

heavens; let Your glory be above all the earth. 

David was such a worshipper that he even made new 
musical instruments to praise God with (1 Chronicles 23:5, 
2 Chronicles 29:26), and was himself skilled at playing the 
harp. He saw firsthand and understood the power  
of anointed, worshipful music to drive distressing spirits 
away, refresh the soul and bring mental wholeness  
(1 Samuel 16:23). 

This lifestyle of praise, worship and thanksgiving was 
David’s key to victory and success, to seeing the Lord deliver 
him from his enemies time and again. As David consistently 
worshipped the Lord, he saw the Lord open doors of 
deliverance and victory for him, and close doors to his 
enemies taking his life or kingdom. 

Let Jesus Open Doors For You
It’s interesting to note that in the Book of Revelation,  
it says, “These are the words of him [Jesus] who is holy and 
true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no  
one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open”  
(Revelation 3:7, NIV). 

Beloved, our Lord Jesus is just waiting to open wide 
doors of His favour, provision, healing, wisdom and 
robust life to you. He also wants to shut doors of harm, 
fear, confusion and all kinds of bondage in your life. And 
you receive all these blessings of provision and protection 
through looking to Him and worshipping Him for His 
unfailing and unconditional love for you.

Think about that for a moment. Wouldn’t you like 
Jesus to open to you doors of health, provision, promotion, 
favour or divine revelation? Doors that lead to a bright and 
blessed future for you and your family that no one – man 
or demon – can shut? And wouldn’t you want Him to also 

– the champion of Israel – had resorted to just to save his 
own skin. 

The Bible then tells us that “when his brothers and all 
his father’s house heard it, they went down there to him. 
And everyone who was in distress, everyone who was in 
debt, and everyone who was discontented gathered to him. 
So he became captain over them. And there were about 
four hundred men with him” (1 Samuel 22:1-2).

Just imagine: You are downcast and fearful, and a 
whole bunch of distressed, debt-ridden and discontented 
men come to you for inspiration and help! What did 
David do? He turned to the Lord and worshipped Him. 
He looked to the Lord and began to praise Him with these 
beautiful words:

Psalm 34:1–4

I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in 

my mouth. My soul shall make its boast in the Lord; the humble 

shall hear of it and be glad. Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and 

let us exalt His name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard 

me, and delivered me from all my fears. 

Instead of feeling sorry for himself and joining the 
men in their complaints, David lifted his face heavenward 
and began to exalt the Lord in song. As he began to praise 
and magnify the Lord, God delivered him from all his 
fears. Seeing the glory of the Lord upon their captain’s face 
and hearing the anointed words that echoed throughout 
the cave, the men around him were inspired to magnify 
the Lord with him. And something miraculous began 
to happen. The same psalm tells us that they too became 
“radiant, and their faces were not ashamed” (verse 5).

From Misfits To Mighty Men 
As David and his men worshipped the Lord, they were 
gloriously transformed. To those who were distressed, 
Jesus opened the door of peace and joy. To those who were 
discontented and in debt, He opened the door of favour 
and provision. To those who were fearful and timid, He 
opened the door of faith and boldness. And from being a 
bunch of complaining losers, these men grew to become 
the mighty men of David. They became fearless warriors, 
giant slayers and captains in their own right; well-to-do, 
faithful men of the Lord’s new shepherd-king.

The names of David’s mighty men and their heroic 
exploits are recorded for us in the Book of Second Samuel. 
Top of the list is Adino the Eznite, who in one battle alone 
killed 800 men! Then, there is Eleazar the Ahohite, who 
arose and attacked the Philistines until his hand was fused 
to his sword. After him is Shammah the Hararite, who 
killed an entire troop of Philistines singlehandedly. 

The list goes on – Abishai, son of Zeruiah, who with 
his spear once killed 300 enemy warriors in a single 

close doors that aren’t good for you? Doors of disease, 
lack, depression and strife that no one and nothing can 
then open?

What this means is that you don’t have to backstab 
your colleagues or apple-polish your boss to get the 
promotion. You don’t have to compromise your Christian 
beliefs to close the deal, or give in to worry and end up 
in strife as you try to salvage a strained relationship with 
your teenager. When God opens the doors of favour and 
wisdom for you, you are getting promoted! You are going 
to close many deals! You are going to have a wonderful 
relationship with your teenager! 

Perhaps you are someone who has been chronically 
ill. Maybe you’ve spent a fortune over the years on doctors 
and medication, but they haven’t brought about the 
permanent results that you want to experience. Well, if 
God closes that door of sickness in your life, you’ll not 
only be healed, but that chronic condition is also never 
coming back to plague you anymore! 

In this year 2013, the year of the key of David, let’s 
stand together to believe that Jesus, our loving Saviour, 
will open doors for us that no one can shut, and shut 
doors not good for us that no one can open!

The Transforming Power Of Worship 
My friend, if you are living with many worries and fears 
gnawing at your heart and mind, I want to encourage you 
to just turn to the Lord and begin to worship Him today. 
Whatever your fears – fear of not having enough, fear of 
being rejected, fear of being destroyed by some disease or 
disaster – you can’t psych yourself out of them. But if you 
will turn to the Lord and worship Him, something will 
begin to happen on the inside of you. Your fears will begin 
to melt away as His love and peace fill your heart. That is 
exactly what happened to David in the cave of Adullam.

One of the lowest points of David’s life was when 
he had to feign madness in front of the king of Gath to 
preserve his life. The jealous and oftentimes insane King 
Saul had been hunting David like a wild animal and so the 
latter fled to Gath for refuge. This may not seem like a big 
deal until you realise that the king of Gath was Goliath’s 
king! 

As David stood before the king, the Philistines around 
the king began to recognise him as the one who had slain 
their champion. Terrified of what the king of Gath would 
do to him, David “pretended madness… scratched on  
the doors of the gate, and let his saliva fall down on his 
beard” (1 Samuel 21:13).

Fortunately, his desperate measure to avoid being 
recognised as Goliath’s killer worked and he was able to 
flee to the depths of the cave of Adullam. There, in that 
cold, dark cave, David hid. He was alone, in despair and 
afraid, and he probably felt condemned too for what he 



SOLID ROCK  2013 EDITION 2    1918    2013 EDITION 2  SOLID ROCK

© Copyright Joseph Prince, 2013. All rights reserved.

Recommended CD messages:
• Praise Opens The Door To Grace, 4 March 2012 
• Worship With The Psalms Of David And See Good Days, 13 January 2013

To obtain the CD messages, visit the Media Resource Counters on service 
days, Rock Gifts & Book Centre (6694 3007) or www.josephprince.com

battle; Benaiah, son of Jehoiada, who killed two lion-like 
warriors of Israel’s enemy, Moab, and chased a lion down 
into a pit on a snowy day before killing it. Killing a lion 
on flat ground on a clear day is hard enough, what more 
on a snowy day and in a pit! I wish someone in Hollywood 
would make a movie about these mighty men of David and 
their exploits. Move aside, Batman and Iron Man – these 
men are the real deal!

When you read their amazing accomplishments in 
Scripture, it’s kind of hard to believe that David’s mighty 
men were once a 3D army – men in distress, in debt and 
discontented. Yet, these wimps became warriors. These 
misfits became mighty men. That’s the power of praise  
and worship!

Perhaps you are having a 3D challenge today. Perhaps 
you are distressed, in debt or discontented, maybe even 
desperate and fearful. My friend, don’t lose heart. You can 
reign in life as a mighty man of the King of kings, Jesus. 
That’s your true identity and destiny. God created you 
to be a champion and a champion you are going to be! 
Learn then to turn your cares into prayers, your pains into 
praises and your weaknesses into words of worship. 

Worship With The Psalms of David 
Pastor Prince, I can’t sing, can’t play any musical instrument and 
I’m not good with words. How am I supposed to worship God?

Beloved, worshipping the One who loves you doesn’t 
have to be complicated. It’s not about your performance. 
Rather, it’s a “heart” thing – birthed out of a personal, 
intimate relationship with the Lord. You praise and 
worship Him because you know that He loves you, and you 
just want to be in His presence to behold His beauty, soak 
in His love for you and tell Him how much He means to 
you. 

You don’t need to have a perfect voice, perfect pitch, 
perfect words or perfect melody. You don’t need to have 
the “right atmosphere,” with soft lights and organ music 
playing in the background. Praising and worshipping God 
can be as simple as singing or humming a tune the Holy 
Spirit has put in your heart. Or you can sing your favourite 
hymn. Or it can be something as simple as saying, like 
Annie did, “Praise the Lord for He is good.” You can even 
worship God by dancing in your room or in your shower. 
Hey, David “danced with great abandon before God”  
(2 Samuel 6:14, The Message)!

The bottom line is, worshipping the Lord is not about 
your doing. It’s about what He has done for you. It’s your 
response to His love, His shepherd’s heart for you. It’s 
abandoning yourself, your cares, your anxieties and your 
pains to the Lord, and getting lost in His love for you. 

That is why I encourage you, especially if you find 
it hard to get started, to begin to worship the Lord with 
the psalms of David. You can’t improve on the words of 

the sweetest psalmist of Israel! When your circumstances 
threaten to devour you, for example, take your eyes off 
your lack and limitations, and worship the Lord with these 
words of David:

Psalm 34:7–10

The angel of the Lord encamps all around those who fear 

[worship] Him, and delivers them. Oh, taste and see that the 

Lord is good; blessed is the man who trusts in Him!... There is 

no want to those who fear [worship] Him… those who seek the 

Lord shall not lack any good thing. 

You will see the angel of the Lord encamp all around 
you and deliver you from every fear, just as He did for 
David. David worshipped the Lord with these words in 
the depths of the cave of Adullam, right in the midst 
of his fears. And as he looked to the Lord, he became 
more conscious of the presence of the angel of the Lord 
protecting and delivering him, than of the might of King 
Saul or the king of Gath. The same will happen to you. As 
you praise and worship Him, you will find Him giving to 
you – rest, peace, wisdom, health and life – and delivering 
you from all your fears. 

Lack will give way to His abundant supply. He 
will remove that mountain in your way, re-route your 
enemies, or give you the strength and wisdom to overcome 
them. Because praise opens the door to grace, everyone 
around you will see how the Lord is blessing you because 
you have put your trust in Him! 

Keep On Praising 
So beloved, like David, let the Lord’s praise be always in 
your mouth. Whatever your situation or challenge, I want 
to encourage you to keep praising the Lord in psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs (Ephesians 5:19). Let Him fill 
you with His Spirit. Let Him put in the key of David and 
open for you doors of grace, faith, healing, utterance and 
whatever you need. 

And what He did for David and his 3D army, men 
who were distressed, in debt and discontented, He will do 
for you too. As you behold Him and worship Him, He will 
transform you by His abundant grace into a mighty man 
or woman of God – in your family, at your workplace and 
in your area of ministry!

Jesus is just waiting to 
open wide doors of His 
favour and provision to 
you, and shut doors of 
harm and bondage in 
your life.
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As Father’s Day draws near, DAWN HU reveals  
the full extent of our Abba Father’s love for us. 

Ever

The
Greatest

Dad
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W hen the story of Mikio Okada (see previous page) first circulated in the  
 news media, it turned him into an overnight hero. According to The Japan  
 Daily Press, his daughter has received more than 350 letters and email 

messages since the incident – with one praising Mikio as “the best [father] in Japan”. 
Another member of the public crowned Mikio as “father of the year” on the Internet. 

Every year, we commemorate our fathers’ love for us on Father’s Day. And we 
think of great men like Okada – the epitome of sacrificial love. Yet, nothing can 
compare to the sacrificial love of the greatest Father who loves us perfectly through  
His Son. 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus came to show us the heart of the Father and the full 
revelation of His love. “He who has seen Me has seen the Father.” (John 14:9) We see 
through Jesus, the Father’s love for us at the cross. Although Christ had the power to 
walk away, He chose to be scourged, bruised, spit upon and left to die on our behalf  
so that we might live. (John 3:16, 15:13) This sacrifice points to an Abba Father who 
never leaves us nor forsakes us. A Father who pursues us with His goodness and  
lovingkindness. 

 
A Dad Who Is Ever Present
The Bible expounds on the nature and importance of fatherhood. 

In the book of Romans, it states that we have received the “Spirit of sonship” and 
by Him we cry, “Abba, Father”. (Romans 8:15, NIV) Not only that, He has promised 
to be a “Father to you, and you will be My sons and daughters.” (2 Corinthians 6:18) 
Christ’s finished work allows us to come to God as His beloved children, righteous and 
pleasing in His eyes. He will never ignore us. 

Churchgoer Benjamin Yip shared that he once struggled to see God as his loving 
heavenly Father. Despite accepting Christ at the age of 12, and having attended New 
Creation Church “on and off” for the past two years, he always saw God as an “angry 
and fierce discipline master”.

“I grew up with an abusive dad who once punched holes in the wall when he was 
angry,” the 33-year-old explained. “He also left home whenever we made him upset, 
so it was hard to imagine that God would accept me fully as His son and never deny me 
His presence.”   

Still, Benjamin longed to be fathered and loved. 
“Although we had a complicated relationship, he was still my dad,” he revealed.  

“I wanted him to be proud of me.”  
As such, Benjamin, a business development manager, began consulting his father 

on work matters and would seek his father’s advice. “I think we started talking about 
work because I was trying to impress him, but I started gaining from the wealth of 
advice my dad had to offer,” Benjamin recalled. “Our relationship was also improving 
and I was overjoyed!”

When his father suddenly passed away from cancer in 2010, Benjamin was 
distraught. 

“I felt lost because without my dad, I now had nobody else to turn to,” he shared. 
“It was also heartbreaking to think that I no longer had the opportunity to work things 
out with him.” 

Thankfully, grace stepped into the young man’s situation one Sunday. 
“I remember Pastor Prince sharing about how we are not fatherless, and that Abba 

It was Saturday, 2 March 2013. The afternoon winter 
light was quickly fading to dusk in Yubetsu, a rural 
town on the eastern coast of the Hokkaido prefecture.   

Mikio Okada, 53, was on the way home after 
picking his daughter from school when his truck was 
stranded in a blizzard. 

With hurricane-force winds swirling and heavy 
snow falling by the inches, the duo abandoned their 
vehicle to seek warmth in a nearby warehouse – only 
to find it locked. By then, they were up against 
stinging wind gusts of more than 100 kilometres per 
hour. The temperature had also plunged to minus six 
degrees Celsius.  

 The snow storm would later be described by local 
residents as the worst winter blizzard anyone could 
remember.

“Climb inside my coat. Hold me tight,” the father 
must have said.

“I’ll keep you warm,” he might have added. 
The next morning, a rescue team found the father 

hunched over in the snow – only 300 meters away 
from his truck . The girl was found in her father’s 
jacket, crying soft ly and wrapped tight ly in his arms. 

The father, however, was not breathing. 
Mikio had apparent ly used his body and a 

warehouse wall to keep his daughter warm. 
He had passed away in the process, so that  

she might live. 
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Father paid the ultimate price to adopt me,” he shared. “Pastor Prince went on to say 
that God is and will be the best Father in the universe to us. That really spoke to me and 
I saw everything in a different light.”  

During an especially stressful work trip overseas, Benjamin sought the Lord before 
pitching a business proposal. “I told God I was lonely and wished my father was there 
because he would know what to do,” he smiled. Amazingly, Abba Father placed him at 
the right place at the right time, and everything worked in his favour.

“That was when I knew that Daddy God fully accepts me and is always with me 
even though my earthly father has passed on,” Benjamin said. “He is my wisdom and 
comfort. He makes all things turn out for my good. Till today, I still ask Him for 
business tips, and my heavenly Father guides me in every business decision I make.”

 
A Dad Who never quits
Ultimately, it is in the Father’s heart that His children know of His unending, enduring 
love. Psalm 136 states how our heavenly Father’s love endures forever. In The Message 
(Bible), it simply states, His love never quits.

Interior designer Peggy Ng, 46, agrees. 
“Knowing that Daddy God loves me and that His eyes are on me all the time made a 

difference in my life,” Peggy said. 
Growing up in Malaysia, Peggy rarely saw her father, who worked as a lorry and taxi 

driver. “My dad also had another family so he was often away,” she said softly. 
Then, tragedy happened. In 1996, her sister died in a car accident. 
Left alone and devastated, Peggy was dealt with another blow. “Someone said to 

me on the day of the funeral that a family member had committed sin, which was why 
the accident occurred,” Peggy explained. Guilt stricken, the Malaysian native who was a 
Christian since young vividly remembers thinking that she had not done enough “good 
things” which was why “God had allowed the accident to happen.” 

 “I thought it was my fault,” she added. So, Peggy ran.
With a desire to escape the past and start anew, Peggy left for Singapore. “I wanted 

to start afresh,” she smiled ruefully. “I told God that I had failed Him big time, and I 
wanted to spare Him the embarrassment of my poor testimony as a Christian.”

Despite all that, our loving Father pursued her all the way across the causeway. 
While working in Singapore, Peggy met a client who persistently invited her to  

New Creation Church. After turning her client down a few times, she decided to go 
“just to be nice”. 

That simple gesture opened her up to the loving message of grace. 
“I learnt that despite my disqualifications, I am the apple of His eye. He loves me 

so much that He sent people to chase me down and bring me to church,” she smiled. 
Today, Peggy faithfully serves in the Visual Arts Ministry and counts our perfect heavenly 
Father as the greatest Father who is constantly present even while she is in a country 
without her family. 

“My Abba Father brought me to this country where He showed me how I am 
qualified and loved.” 

“He never quit on me,” Peggy concluded. “I thought I was running away from 
God, when I was in fact being led straight into Daddy God’s open arms of perfect love, 
abundant grace and mercy!” 

THE SOLID ROCK TEAM TAKES THE OPPORTUNITY TO CELEBRATE DAD. 

Remembering Daddy

“It was late in the night and as I was showering, I noticed bugs moving in 
the basin. I panicked, hurriedly finished washing, and tried to go to sleep. 
But I just couldn’t sleep knowing the bugs were there. Just then, I heard 
my dad walking out his room next door. It didn’t occur to me that he 
could be groggy or tired. Instead, I immediately complained how gross my 
bathroom was and how he needed to do something. My dear father got 
rid of the bugs without complaining and went back to sleep. He was my 
hero that night!” – Deborah Chia

“My father does not have a car. But he faithful ly takes a 

45-minute bus ride from the Western to Eastern part of 

Singapore every day to help babysit my eight-month-old 

daughter. Despite being a man of few words, I know that his daily 

cross-island journey is his way of showing his love for me while I go 

to work. I wil l always remember the big trusty golf umbrel la that 

he takes with him on his journey, and the way he makes his way 

to the bus stop (rain or shine) just for me. He shows me daily how 

distance and kilometres do not matter when it comes to a father’s 

love, and for that I am forever thankful.” – Dawn Hu

“I remember how I came home one 
day feeling upset about something that 
happened in school. Before asking me if it 
was my fault, my father sat me down 
and patiently affirmed my feelings. He 
made sure I knew he was on my side, and 
worked things out with me – even though 
I was probably in the wrong! Through him, 
I learnt that doing the right thing doesn’t 
mean I win all the time.” – Sharon Kwan

“My father literal ly directs my path. 

Whenever I’m lost and don’t know how to reach 

a certain destination, al l it takes is a quick 

phone cal l and he wil l always f ind the best 

route for me. I am so thankful to know that he 

is always a phone cal l away!” – Jenny Tan

“Once, my dad took all of us to the theatre to watch Forrest Gump. We thoroughly enjoyed the movie  

until my dad made us all write an essay about why the movie was so meaningful to us. My sisters, 

brother and I groaned in dread at the assignment. And my dad gave us a deadline. “Tomorrow,” he said, 

“I want to see your essays on my briefcase!” That night, I hurriedly scribbled some thoughts onto a 

crumpled piece of paper and quickly tossed it onto my dad’s briefcase. Meaningless assignment done! A 

few weeks later, I popped by his office and saw some crumpled papers pasted on his window. He had 

lovingly pasted our hastily-scribbled essays to rea
d in between his back-to-back meetings. Then, I knew 

that he loved me and was proud of me!” – EJ Choi

One of my 

father’s maps.
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In this year of The Key Of David, New Creation Church 
members are eagerly expecting our loving Saviour to open doors 
for them that lead to good success. GERALD WEE reports on 

three early instances of divine provision and how 2013’s theme 
of the year has already impacted their lives and careers.

I t was 3am, but Abraham Chen just couldn’t sleep. His  
 mind was still reeling from shock at what had transpired  
 in the past 24 hours. Suddenly asked to leave the company 

that he had founded and nurtured, it seemed that his years of 
hard work had just gone down the drain.

There had been a difference in opinion with his financial 
sponsors on how the organisation should be run. And instead 
of further discussion to bridge the gap, Abraham had been 
unceremoniously relieved of his duties, stripped of access to 
company emails and records, and even had his own mobile 
phone taken away from him; he had been in a daze ever since.

“My heart was in turmoil, and I was just crying out to 
God,” Abraham remembered. “Why was this happening?  
Does He love me or not?”

He had always seen himself as 
an outstanding manager and top 
performer, and felt highly unjustified 
at the sudden dismissal from his 
sponsors.

Furthermore, he believed that 
this venture had been a timely door of 
opportunity for his business success, 
and that God had been prospering it 
over the past few years. Now, it seemed 
as though everything was going wrong.

It was only after he stumbled upon that morning’s daily 
devotional from Pastor Prince that he was finally comforted 
and fell asleep. The scripture reading was on: What, then, shall 
we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 
us? (Romans 8:31)

“I realised that despite the terrible disaster that had 
befallen me, Daddy God already knew about it beforehand 
and had prepared a powerful word of encouragement for 
me,” he said softly.

The following day, Abraham still harboured doubts as 
to whether he should stand up for his rights and company, 
but after much prayer and deliberation, as well as support he 
received from his care group, he felt peace to pursue and take 
possession of what God had given him.

More T h an  overcoMers

“For a great and effective door 
has opened to me,  

and there are many adversaries.” 

1 Corinthians 16:9

opens 

no  one

shUT

AND

CAN

he
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Over the next two weeks, as he prepared to meet his 
financial partners to buy over their shares and regain 
control of his company, he continued to seek the Lord 
for wisdom. 

“I really felt guided by the Lord,” Abraham shared. 
“Even the sermons preached each Sunday seemed to be 
tailor-made for me; I felt that God had prepared special 
sermons just to minister to me.”

“There was such an overwhelming sense of being 
loved, that even though the days leading up to the 
meeting were very intense, I did not experience any 
sleepless nights.”

When the day of negotiations with his partners 
finally came, he felt God’s presence with him and knew 
that the victory would be his. At the end of the session, 
he not only managed to buy the shares back, but also got 
them at the price he wanted and on terms of payment 
that were manageable for him.

“According to the lawyers, while disputes within 
organisations are common, such a favourable outcome 
is very, very rare,” said Abraham. “But I knew that it was 
my Daddy God who had paved the way for me. It was 
clearly a miracle.”

More than just giving him a successful negotiation, 
God continued to open doors of blessings, more than he 
could ever imagine. 

“The business was not only unaffected despite all the 
management struggles, it actually grew,” Abraham said 
in amazement.

More importantly, the self-confessed workaholic 
now takes the time to enjoy his family more than ever 
before.

“Pastor Prince has always taught that good success 
is not one-dimensional and about material wealth, but 
about having close family relationships,” he shared.  
“My relationships with my wife, son and immediate 
family members are so much closer now, and I really 
enjoy spending time with them. 2013 is truly the year  
of The Key Of David for me.”

T
 he downcast look on Carlo Ruiz’s face said it  
 all. He had just received word from a  
 prospective employer, that the position he had 

interviewed for, was no longer required. Worse, it was 
the only job opportunity that had come his way after 
months of résumé submissions.

“I was very disappointed,” said Carlo. “I couldn’t 
believe this was happening. It was supposed to have been 
my big break.” 

“My financial 
commitments were heavy,” 
he explained. “The increase 
in salary I would have gotten 
with the new job would have 
helped a lot!”

The eldest of four 
children, he had been the 
sole breadwinner for his 
family in the Philippines ever since his father suffered 
a heart attack, rendering him unable to work. Carlo 
was also responsible for putting his younger siblings 
through school.

Just over two years ago, the volunteer with Rock 
Kidz, our children’s ministry, had relocated to 
Singapore after receiving the revelation of grace 
through Pastor Prince’s messages.

“I was at the lowest point of my life: I had been 
retrenched, my parents were separated, and my 
personal relationships were in disarray,” Carlo recalled. 

But what perked her up wasn’t so much that it was rare, 
but the fact that it was the exact open door she had been 
asking God for.

Although the highly-experienced personal assistant 
was already doing well with her current employer, she 
had seen how a close friend enjoyed tremendous time 
flexibility by running her own business and working 

from home, 
and she 
desired to 
lead a similar 
lifestyle.

“This 
dear sister 
from church 
was able to 
have quiet 

time with the Lord anytime she wanted to,” Jesslyn 
shared. “I told God I wanted this for myself too.”

So when the theme of the year was revealed in 
January this year, the 39-year-old who regularly serves 
in church as an usher on Sundays, joyfully received it.

“I was overjoyed to hear that in 2013, our Lord 
Jesus would use the key of David to personally open 
blessed doors of favour and opportunity for me that no 
one can shut!” Jesslyn said. “I was trusting that what I 
had asked God for would come to pass.”

So, she was excited when just two months later, the 
news of an opening for a home-based personal assistant 
finally came.

Yet even in her eagerness in applying for the 
position and preparing for the interview, Jesslyn 
remained adamant that she should not be asked to 
compromise on her salary.

“Many people have told me that home-based 

“But after Jesus found me, things really started to turn 
around and I became closer to my family.”

His life had been so transformed by the gospel that 
when he found out that New Creation Church (NCC) 
was in nearby Singapore, he took the first opportunity 
to work here – a contract position as a technical 
supervisor – and be part of the local church life.

“It is such a privilege and joy for me to participate 
in the activities of the church,” said Carlo, who also 
serves in GenRev, NCC’s youth ministry group for 
young working adults.

However, with his two-year contract about to 
expire, he had not been able to find another job, until 
a friend asked if he would be interested in being a 
project manager. Even though he lacked the requisite 
experience, Carlo looked at it as timely and divine 
providence. His expectations were further heightened 

when his interviews went 
well and he was told he could 
expect a significant increase 
in his salary.

“So, when I received the 
news that the position was not 
available, I started to question 
God,” he said. “How could 
the door close when He had 
already told me to go for it?”

With the advice and support of his care group, 
Carlo decided to surrender the matter to God and trust 
that things would work out for the best. Amazingly, in 
January this year, the position became available again 
and he was finally confirmed for it.

“I was so happy and relieved!” he said. “Daddy God 
saw me through. I knew immediately that it was because 
Jesus has the key of David! He had already opened the 
door for me, and no one could shut it.”

“I felt so loved seeing a manifestation of this year’s 
theme right away in my own life.”

J
 esslyn Goh could hardly believe her ears! Her  
 friend had just told her that a company was looking  
 for a home-based personal assistant.

 It is a job that was almost unheard of since 
personal assistants, or executive secretaries, by nature 
are traditionally deskbound with most companies 
seeing their roles as fronting the offices of senior 
management.

“It is almost impossible to find a personal assistant 
that is home-based,” Jesslyn stated.

“Delight yourself also in the Lord, 
and He shall give you  

the desires of your heart.” 

Psalm 37:4

positions, even if available, would likely come with a 
lower pay,” she shared. “So while I was very interested 
in the job and believed it was from God, I was definitely 
not going to take a pay cut.”

“If it was the right door, I would find favour, but if 
not, it would remain shut!”

After a smooth interview with her prospective 
employer, Jesslyn received her answer the following day.

“I received the terms of my job offer through an 
email and not only did I not get a pay cut, I was actually 
offered more than what I expected,” she exclaimed.

There was more good news. The company she 
would be joining was a start-up in 2011, and initially 
faced a lot of teething problems when it came to 
business processes. 

“Now the system is nicely set up; I just needed to 
take over without any stress,” she beamed. “I believe that 
God had already heard my prayers from the beginning 
and was preparing the way for me. He is never late in 
answering my prayer, but always right on time.”

“The Lord will command the blessing on you  
in your storehouses and in all to which you  

set your hand, and He will bless you in the land 
which the Lord your God is giving you.” 

Deuteronomy 28:8

Reason for Carlo Ruiz’s 
beaming smile: he knows 
he is loved!

Jesslyn Goh: 
Too blessed to 
be stressed.

a  des i r e d  care er

F i n a nces
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TESTIMONIES

Heart Condition Healed   

“Throughout the week, I affirmed myself as a child 
of God, and proclaimed that the Lord Jesus had 
borne all my illnesses and generational curses.”

I n November last year, I felt my chest tighten while I  
 was jogging and decided to see the doctor. I was put 

through an electrocardiogram (ECG) test after which the 
doctor immediately booked an appointment for me at a 
centre for cardiovascular medicine.

After I failed the treadmill test at the centre, the doctor 
wanted to admit me for an angiogram immediately. As I was 
still in shock from the news, I was reluctant to do so and 
made an appointment to see the consultant one week later. 
During that session, she showed me the test results which 
revealed symptoms of a blocked artery. 

As I am already 53 years old, with high cholesterol and 
a family history of heart problems (my brother had a heart 
bypass), the consultant arranged for me to undergo the 
angiogram the following week.

Throughout the week, I affirmed myself as a child of 
God, and proclaimed that the Lord Jesus had borne all my 
illnesses and generational curses. I often partook of the 
Holy Communion and proclaimed that by Jesus’ stripes I 
was completely healed. I also continued to worship God by 
listening to music CDs from New Creation Church.

Three days prior to the procedure, I went for a 
mandatory pre-admission test, which included a blood test, 
ECG, and X-ray.

One day before the angiogram, I felt led to call the 
hospital to cancel it. I then requested for a copy of the 
pre-admission test results. A couple of days later, I was told 
that the results were all good! Even my cholesterol levels were 
normal and I did not need to take any medicine to control it.

All glory and praise to God for His amazing grace!

A K

A Dream Job Realised   

“As I spent what little time I had with the Lord every morning,  
I began to let go and let God do His work.”

I  n February last year, I was at the lowest point in my career. Whenever I was at  
 work, I was picked on, accused, and bad-mouthed. Every day was so emotionally 

draining and stressful for me. I decided to finish the last project I was working on 
and leave the company even if I couldn’t find another job.

Yet, at that point in time, God made a particular job advertisement 
prominent to me. It was for a sales position in a well-known premium automotive 
company, one that I have always wanted to join since my teenage years. 

I had always been on the lookout for an opening with the company but never 
came across any, even after so many years. So when I saw the advertisement, I was 
excited yet doubtful. After all, I did not have any sales experience and the market 
for cars had softened because of reduced Certificate Of Entitlement (COE) 
quotas and the increase in COE prices. 

Still, I submitted my application, with a prayer to God asking Him to help 
me say the right things during the interview if this was to be the job for me. There 
were three rounds in the interview process, and by God’s grace and favour, I 
managed to secure the job, even though there were a huge number of applicants, 
many of whom were much more qualified and experienced than me!

Going into the job, I continued to experience God’s provision in many ways. 
I met a fellow church member who had prior experience in the industry, and she 
gave me useful insights and help. This helped me adapt better to the job. 

Being in a new industry with no prior experience, I found the selling hard 
and I had a quota to meet before I could be confirmed after six months. I was not 
selling as well as my peers and was stressed. I was at risk of not being confirmed in 
the job. 

I decided to start reading Pastor Prince’s book, Unmerited Favor. I felt very 
encouraged and saw that God wanted me to stop looking at what I lack and just 
trust in His provision. 

I also began to listen to praise and worship songs from our church on my way 
to work. As I spent what little time I had with the Lord every morning, I began to 
let go and let God do His work. Amazingly, my slow sales started to pick up. I even 
hit my quota with one and a half months to spare!

Even as I am writing this testimony, I’m looking at my confirmation letter. 
And it is all because of God’s unmerited favour! I’m so thankful to God for being 
there for me and taking care of everything. 

F C

God-Given Grades  

A t the beginning of 2012, one of my  
 three prayer requests to God was to do 

well for my O-Level examinations which 
I would be taking at the end of that year. 
In fact, I asked the Lord for straight As! 
At first, I wasn’t sure if I should ask God 
for such a lofty request, but I remembered 
Pastor Prince saying that we should ask our 
big God for big things. 

When I received my results on  
10 January 2013, not only did I get straight 
As, I was also one of the top students in my 
school and eligible to study in the Junior 
College of my choice. I am especially 
grateful that I received an A1 for my English 
examination. This is because while writing 
the composition, I had a panic attack, and 
was not confident about getting a good 
grade. But what a mighty, loving Abba we 
have. To Lord Jesus be all the glory! 

C Tay
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Now to Him who  
is able to do 
exceedingly  

abundantly above all 
that we ask  

or think, according 
to the power 

that works in us…

ephesians 3:20
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SEND US YOUR TESTIMONY
Do you have a praise report about God’s 
goodness and faithfulness in your life?  
Email testimonies@newcreation.org.sg 
and share your testimony with us.

TESTIMONIES

Set Free From Addictions 

“Now, my life is completely transformed… All this is 
possible only because of one man, our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ.”

F or nearly 10 years, my life was a wreck. I lost my friends, the trust  
of my family, interest in my job, and every cent I had due to my 

gambling habit.
I tried to make a comeback by going into a business venture, 

thinking that it would be a way out of my poverty and suffering. But I 
could not break free from gambling, and ended up hurting my loved 
ones, especially my mum. I felt remorseful that I never did her proud.

In May 2011, encouraged by some friends, I attended New 
Creation Church for the first time. During praise and worship, I was 
touched and broke down. Even though I didn’t fully understand the 
Bible or who Jesus is, I accepted Christ as my Saviour and continued 
to attend service every Sunday. 

Now, my life is completely transformed. 
Not only was I set free from gambling last year, God answered my 

prayer request to slim down, and I lost a whopping 16 kg! I also found 
a stable job, and have made new friends who constantly encourage me. 
I am also much closer to my family now, and this year, I am restfully 
set free from my smoking habit!

All this is possible only because of one Man, our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Ash Ong 

Restful Healing

I n February this year, Ian, my four-year-old  
 son, fell down and hit the back of his head on the 

corner of a coffee table and the granite floor. We 
only realised it was serious when he couldn’t even lie 
down in bed to drink his milk. We rushed him to the 
hospital, but Ian was in such severe pain that he would 
not let anyone touch the back of his head. 

While waiting for the neurosurgeon in the 
hospital to examine Ian, I realised I had an extra pack 
of Holy Communion from the previous Sunday’s 
service in my handbag. I decided to partake of the 
Holy Communion with Ian and we prayed together 
believing Ian would be healed.

When the neurosurgeon arrived 30 minutes 
later, Ian had already fallen asleep, and when the 
surgeon checked and touched his head, he did not 
even stir. I thought it was just because he was in a 
deep sleep, but the neurosurgeon assured me that the 
pain was definitely gone. Half-believing that Ian was 
healed (me of little faith), I touched Ian’s head again 
when we got home; he stirred but did not complain  
or cry. 

The next morning, as he was drinking his 
morning milk, I touched Ian’s head again, and asked 
him if it hurt. He shook his head. It did not hurt at 
all. Praise God for a miraculous healing!

Antonia Tan

Unmerited Favour  
From University

“Even with just an average GPA, I 
got into the degree programme that I 
wanted.”

I had just graduated from a local polytechnic  
 with a Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.26, 

which is an average score. I thought it would 
be impossible to get into a local university. 
Furthermore, I did not have any achievements in 
my co-curricular activities or other talents.

Nevertheless, I decided to trust God and 
depend on His grace and applied for some of the 
degree programmes offered by one of the local 
universities. If this was the route Jesus wanted me 
to take, He would open the door for me with the 
key of David!

One month after I had sent in my applications, 
many of my friends from polytechnic had already 
received their acceptance letters. I thought I 
was not accepted since many others would have 
had higher GPAs than me. On top of that, I was 
also competing with junior college students and 
international students. However, I continued to 
ask Abba Father to make the situation work for me.

Three days later, I received my acceptance 
letter in the mail! Praise Jesus! Even with just an 
average GPA, I got into the degree programme that 
I wanted. I know that God loves me, watches out 
for me, and shows me unending favour and grace. 
All glory to Him.

Kelvin Tan 
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“Therefore do not worry, 
saying,  

‘What shall we eat?’  
or  

‘What shall we drink?’  
or  

‘What shall we wear?’ 
… For your  

heavenly Father  
knows that you need 

all these things.  
But seek first 

the kingdom of God and  
His righteousness,  
and all these things  

shall be added to you. 

matthew 6:31-33
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STATE OF GRACE

It was supposed to be just another 
home visit for churchgoer  
Alex Wong. On 8 Feburary 2013,  

Alex and his wife, Geraldine, were 
driving to his hometown of Sitiawan 
in Perak, Malaysia, when things took 
a sudden and precarious turn. 

“We were heading home for the 
Chinese New Year celebrations and 
were driving from Kuala Lumpur to 
Perak which usually takes three hours 
or so,” Alex explained.

As usual, the couple played 
Pastor Prince’s sermons and worship 
songs during the drive. “Midway 
through, I also felt prompted to pray 
in tongues and confess the blood of 
Jesus on the car and ourselves,”  
Alex added.  

Two hours into their journey, 
the 34-year-old fell asleep at the 
wheel.

“I don’t know why or how it 
happened,” he confessed. “I’m 
usually a very careful driver but I just 

felt very tired that day.” The couple 
has been living in Singapore for 
over four years and they go back to 
Malaysia regularly to spend festive 
seasons with the family. 

Alex maintained that he had only 
nodded off for a “split second”, but 
it was “enough to cause a near-fatal 
accident.”

“By the time I opened my eyes, 
my car was already on the wrong 
lane,” he said. Apparently, the 

car had veered off course on the 
rain-soaked road and drifted onto 
the other side of the highway.

And that was not all. Alex and 
Geraldine were stunned to find a 
car driving head-on towards them 
as they approached a junction. “I 
turned the steering wheel hard to the 
right in order to avoid a collision!” 
he exclaimed.

In doing so, Alex lost control of 
the car.

Horrified, he froze as the car 
skidded across two lanes of traffic, 
ending up in an embankment 
surrounded by shrubs. Somehow, 
the vehicle remained upright, and 
ground to a halt, nestled on a patch 
of grass off the shoulder on the 
opposite side of the road. 

“It all started and ended in a 
blink of an eye,” he remembered. 
“We sustained no injuries, and my 
wife and I felt that the impact was 
somehow cushioned by the bushes.”

“By the time I  
opened my eyes, my 
car was already on  
the wrong lane.”
                – Alex Wong

Immediately after the incident, 
the passengers of the car Alex had 
swerved to avoid colliding into came 
to their aid, and more passers-by 
also stopped to lend a helping hand. 

Then, the magnitude of what 
had just happened hit home.

According to an eye witness, 
Alex’s car had narrowly missed 
his car as it skidded across the two 
lanes. Upon further examination, 
the gathering crowd told Alex 
that he had not only avoided a car 
coming out of a junction, but had 
also avoided hitting a tree by the 
roadside.

The same tree had claimed two  
lives the year before in another 
similar accident when the victims’ 
car struck it and had “literally 
wrapped around it”. 

As for the Wongs, their car 
only had some scratches and dents, 
and the couple continued on their 
journey and got home safely.

“If this is not a divine 
intervention, I don’t know what is,” 
Alex asserted. “I had lost control of 
the car and there was no way I could 
have manoeuvered the car to avoid 
the cars and tree in my path.”

“I am grateful for the gospel 

of grace as it has made my wife 
and me so conscious that we are 
God’s beloveds. I believe that it is 
through this believing that we were 
protected.” 

“In spite of my own mistake of 
falling asleep at the wheel, God did 
not allow any harm to come to us,” 
Alex added. “All glory and praise  
to Jesus!”

Swerved Away  
To Safety    
Car accidents happen in an instant; sometimes a result of split-second lapses in 
concentration. DAWN HU speaks with a couple who know that even when they fail, 
a loving Saviour readily intervenes.

Impact cushioned 
by bushes.

The blessed and 
protected couple.
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LIFE NOTES

Praising God In  
The Storm 
Praise God no matter what your circumstances? Easier said than done. 
SOLID ROCK shares several resources that will help you see our Lord’s 
heart of love for you and lift your spirits up.

Imagine being at the height of your financial and professional success, only to lose everything 
that matters. 

Horatio Spafford was a successful lawyer in the late 1860s. In 1871, he lost his four-year-old 
son to scarlet fever. Then, the great Chicago fire destroyed several Spafford properties and this 
depleted most of his finances. 

But that was not all. Spafford lost four surviving daughters after a family trip went awry. In a 
tragic twist of events, Spafford had sent his family ahead of him (as he stayed behind due to a business 
matter) only to realise that the ship had collided with another sea vessel.  

Despite all that, Spafford worshipped God with unreserved passion and bared his heart and soul 
to the Lord in song. 

In the book Our Jerusalem, his daughter Bertha Spafford Vester, shed some light on how her 
father praised God through the storm. According to Bertha, her father searched for an explanation. 
Despite the tragedies, he was still convinced that God was good, and that he would see his children 
again in heaven. 

Although Horatio was passing through the valley of the shadow of death, his faith remained 
strong. On the high seas near the place where his children perished, he wrote the hymn that was to 
give comfort to so many:

When peace like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well, with my soul.
 
Like David, the author of many God-inspired psalms in the Bible, Horatio looked heavenward 

and exalted the Lord in song during his valley moments. 
 While not everyone is a composer or songwriter, we can still praise and worship our Lord in the 

midst of the storms in our lives. (See His Word, pg 12) 
The book of Psalms is a wonderful collection of worship and poetry that speak to our hearts. 

They comprise heartfelt, honest prayers and songs of praise and adoration to our Lord, no matter 
the circumstances.

> Continued on pg 42
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LIFE NOTES

< Continued from pg 40
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PSALMS ALIVE! 
Publisher: Maranatha! Music 1983; $16.98, iTunes Store

Don’t let the original release date from one generation ago fool you! Produced in 1983, Psalms 
Alive! is a timeless collection of songs based on the book of Psalms which recently made its way 
into the Apple iTunes Store. I may be giving away my age, but having grown up on the Maranatha! 
Praise series, and having listened to their praise and worship songs on cassette tapes, I found 
this collection, now available for download in MP3 format, wonderfully uplifting. Listening to old 
favourites like How Lovely Is Your Dwelling Place (Psalm 84), In The Morning (Psalm 143) and Praise 
The Lord From The Heavens (Psalm 148) just put a smile on my face and a song in my heart.

A SHEPHERD LOOKS AT PSALM 23  
by W. Phillip Keller

Publisher: Zondervan 1970; US$4.95 (excludes shipping) 
from Amazon.com

Written over four decades ago, this book remains surprisingly relevant today. As 
the title suggests, the author Keller, a shepherd himself, shares a unique first-hand 
perspective to this much-loved psalm. He discusses verse by verse what Psalm 
23 means to him, and draws from personal experiences when he tended sheep on 
ranches whilst in Canada.  

This book is fascinating as Keller shares the nature of sheep (and how similar they 
are to us). He also reveals some insights into a shepherd’s daily routine and shows the 
diligent care required to ensure that flocks are always well rested and in good health. 
It draws a parallel comparison to our heavenly Shepherd and how much more and 
perfectly He looks after us.

At around 120 pages, this book can be read within a day, but the wonderful sense 
of God’s love will linger on far longer.

SAFE IN THE SHEPHERD’S ARMS: HOPE  
& ENCOURAGEMENT FROM PSALM 23  
by Max Lucado

Publisher: Thomas Nelson 2009; $19.90 from Rock Gifts  
& Book Centre, 1 Vista Exchange Green, #02-07,  

The Star Vista, Singapore 138617

If you prefer a modern approach to reading Psalm 23, this book by Max 
Lucado will do the trick. 

Published in 2009, Safe In The Shepherd’s Arms pulls together some 
of the author’s most inspirational and memorable passages from his other 
works. Short, simple and easy-to-read, each chapter is headlined by a 
different verse from Psalm 23. It culminates in a month-long devotional with 
readings from different psalms. 

In addition, this is a book that the family can enjoy together. The beautiful 
hardcover with its impactful visuals and pull-out quotes also makes an 
excellent gift for a loved one. 

A shepherd and a psalmist, David was known to sing praises to the Lord in the midst of life’s 
challenges. If situations have you feeling less than worshipful, listening to or meditating on the Word 
of God will surely lift your spirits up. GERALD WEE reviews some resources to help you get started.

PSALM RESOURCES

EVERY DAY WITH  
THE PSALMS 
Publisher: Roboticode  
(www.roboticode.co.uk);  
Free, Google Play Store

Looking for quick inspiration or 
encouragement in one click? Then this 
smartphone app is for you. While there is 
nothing quite like reading through the book 
of Psalms as a whole, Every Day With 
The Psalms is a useful mobile platform for 
bite-sized, pick-me-up portions. 

If you are on an Android platform, 
you may download the Uplifting Psalms 
Daily Bible app. It operates as a home 
screen widget that automatically updates 
daily with a fresh verse from the book of 
Psalms.

You also have the option to read the 
verses in either King James Version (KJV) 
or English Standard Version (ESV). What’s 
more, if a particular verse speaks to you 
and you’d like to share it, you can easily 
email or text it to your family or friends. 
The only downside is the occasional 
pop-under advertisement whenever you 
tap on the widget to read the full passage. 
Although not available yet on iPhones, 
there’s still hope. There are plans to launch 
an app for iPhone users in the near future.

PSALMS IN A MONTH/PSALMS & PROVERBS 
Publisher: BiblePlans.org/YouVersion.com; Free 
Subscribe @ www.bibleplans.org or through The Bible App (available on 
most smartphone platforms)

One of the simplest ways to immerse yourself in the book of Psalms is to 
subscribe to a reading plan. BiblePlans.org has one such plan called Psalms 
In A Month that allows you to read through five psalms per day and will 
take you around one month to complete. While you can subscribe to this 
through email, the easiest way to get started is on your smartphone through 
the Bible reading plans section in YouVersion’s The Bible App. If five psalms 
a day seem too much for you, you can try YouVersion’s Psalms & Proverbs 
plan for a less intense daily reading experience. 

PSALM DAILY QUOTES (ESV) 
Publisher: Systems of Merritt 2011  
(www.systemsofmerritt.com); $1.28,  
iTunes Store

For iPhone users, this app gives you 
inspiring verses from the book of Psalms 
matched with beautiful images from 
nature. While you’ll need to splash out 
a bit of cash, this nicely crafted app 
presents a dash of daily inspiration for 
every day of the year. While I chose the 
ESV version, there are alternative editions 
available in American Standard Version 
(ASV) and New American Standard Bible 
(NASB) for your reading pleasure.

All prices are accurate at the time of print.
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FOOD REVIEWS

Just Desserts 
There’s nothing like a sweet treat to end off a meal. So if you are a dessert fan, read on! 
SOLID ROCK shortlists some of the most interesting and tantalising desserts about town.

100AM  |  100 Tras Street, #01-14B

VERDICT:        Definitely to-live-for desserts 
and o-maccha brew.

7 ANN SIANG HILL  

Parfait Perfect
If you have a soft spot for soft serve, this is one shop you have to 
visit. Having heard rave reviews from many friends about this place, 
I headed down to taste and decide for myself. Hailing from Kyoto, 
Japan, Tsujiri Tea House has a rich 150-year heritage and green tea 
lovers will drool over the delectable selection of yummy desserts and 
beverages.

THE TASTE: We ordered the signature hot o-maccha (Japanese green tea 
made the traditional way), the green tea chiffon cake as well as the popular 
shiratama parfait with green tea soft serve. 

What I loved about the chiffon cake was that it was fluffy, light and not 
too sweet. You can tell that it was chock-full of green tea goodness as the cake 
had a dark green shade with a strong green tea aroma. The accompanying red 
beans with whipped cream sat pretty on the side and lent a flavourful sweetness 
to this dish.

The shiratama parfait was a perfect marriage of red beans, kanten 
(agar-agar) jelly with green tea soft serve, topped with mochi (glutinous rice 
balls) dusted with roasted bean powder. The combination of flavours and 
textures was a match made in maccha heaven!

The hot o-maccha is a must-try for green tea fans. It arrived in a traditional 
tea bowl with frothy bubbles atop a dark green brew. Robust with the trademark 
bitter aftertaste, it got the thumbs-up from me for authenticity!

Tsujiri; Open daily (10am to 10pm)

BY EJ CHOI

Stylish, Subtle Sophistication

Hidden in a quiet corner of the Central Business District, 
Kki (pronounced ‘kay-kee’ for ‘cake’ in Japanese) Sweets is 
a café that offers artisanal Japanese-inspired mousse cakes 
in limited quantity. Proprietors, Delphine and Kenneth, 
are serious about their craft and make annual study trips 
to Tokyo for inspiration on new cake ideas. The fact that it 
shares its space with the quaint Little Dröm Store, which sells 
quirky knick-knacks, adds to the charm of the café.    

THE TASTE: If you’re looking for delicate cakes that are not too 
sweet, then Kki will likely fit your bill.  

The L.R.R.H., abbreviation for Little Red Riding Hood ($9) was 
my favourite. The red refers to the raspberry coulis centre, which 
nicely balances out the rich and smooth chocolate mousse derived 
from 70 per cent Valrhona chocolate. This was the sweetest of the 
three cakes we tried but it was not overwhelmingly cloying.

Kinabaru ($8.50) is a tropical inspired cake comprising two layers of 
coconut mousse, a passion fruit centre and a denser cake base.  I 
was pleasantly surprised by how the different flavours and textures 
melded together. While I am not a big fan of coconut, the taste of the 
mousse was subtle and smooth, providing a good contrast to the tart 
passion fruit layer and the rich cake base.

The newest addition to the cake selection, NAO ($9), is a 
strawberry mousse cake with a pistachio centre and is a result of 
the owners’ recent trip to Tokyo. Pistachio, which can have a strong 
flavour, was presented as a light-tasting mousse complementing the 
fruity notes of the strawberry body. This was the lightest cake and 
went very well with the Gryphon Hanami Tea (Japanese sencha with 
cherry blossoms; $5.50 per pot).

Kki Sweets; Open Monday to Thursday (11am to 12am), Friday to Sunday (11am to 1am)

BY GAVIN CHAN

VERDICT:        Cakes that taste as good (but not as 
sweet) as they look, albeit a little pricey for the size.   

Delicious L.R.R.H.Try it “NAO”.

Chiffon goodness

Maccha magic: 
shiratama parfait.
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VIVOCITY  |  1 HarbourFront Walk, #01-106/107

VERDICT:        A tad pricey but you can always 
bring a friend to share the joy!

Please note that all opinions expressed are the writer’s own. They do not reflect the views and opinions of Solid Rock and New Creation Church.

FOOD RECIPE

FOR THE CRUMBLE:
70 grams rolled oats
70 grams plain flour
40 grams caster sugar
70 grams cold butter
2 digestive biscuits, crushed

FOR THE FILLING:
400 grams red and green apples peeled, 
cored, quartered then halved
50 grams sugar to sweeten
1 tablespoon water
1 quarter teaspoon ground cinnamon

THE STAR VISTA  |  1 Vista Exchange Green, #02-14/15

Taiwanese Cold Grass Jelly  

It seems that Singaporeans love queuing, especially if it’s for food 
(spiritual or otherwise). The trending dessert drawing the crowds 
now has to be Blackball Grass Jelly, spawning six stores in Singapore 
alone. Hailing from Taiwan, the name was coined from the black 
hue of grass jelly and shape of taro balls, another key ingredient of 
the desserts. 

THE TASTE: Like most Taiwanese dessert shops, the menu offers a wide 
selection of desserts and drinks. A good place to start would be with the 
Blackball Signature ($4.90). The grass jelly served in four ways (hot, cold, 
warm or icy) comes with generous portions of taro and sweet potato bits, red 
beans, bubble tea pearls and coffee creamer (optional). With the sweltering 
heat, we went for the icy version. The highlight was the cold grass jelly, which 
was refreshing and only moderately sweet. Other than the red beans, the 
other ingredients were fresh and springy to the bite. While the intention was 
to add substance and textural contrast to the grass jelly, we ended up having 
tired jaws from too much chewing. The toppings were generous but it also 
made the dessert a tad heavy.  

Blackball; Open Sunday to Thursday (10am to 10pm),  
Friday and Saturday (10am to 11pm)

VERDICT:        Worth a try, especially if it helps 
keep the hot weather bearable.

BY GAVIN CHAN

Fit For Royalty
The Queen & Mangosteen; Open Sunday to Thursday (11am to 12am), 
Friday and Saturday (11am to 1am)

BY DEBORAH CHIA

The Queen & Mangosteen is all-round deliberately British from 
the décor to the menu items. After all, the place pays homage to 
Queen Victoria and her reportedly favourite fruit, the mangosteen. 
The alfresco dining setting also makes it perfect as a chill-out 
location on weeknights when it’s less crowded. 

THE TASTE: What I especially enjoyed was the Warm Chocolate Pudding.  
I have asked friends to accompany me there on multiple occasions when the 
chocolate craving hit. It’s hard to imagine how so many different textures 
can go hand in hand. The pudding is made up of a light, crisp top but has 
an oozy chocolate filling. The dessert is warm yet cool at the same time, 
and the multiple sensations find a balance and somehow works wondrously 
for my palate! The vanilla ice-cream serves as a lighter contrast to the rich 
chocolate. It is definitely a treat for those with a sweet tooth. 

However, I found it best to share this after dinner treat with a friend, 
which otherwise might be a bit overwhelming. If you are looking for variety, 
the rest of the dessert fare is worth a try. Do check out the Cambridge Burnt 
Cream which is the joint’s own take on the classic Crème Brulee.

1.  Preheat the oven to 190 to 200 degrees Celsius. 
2.  Peel and core the apples, quarter and cut each quarter in half. 
3.  Put the apples into a pan with the sugar, cinnamon and water. Cook over 

a low heat for five minutes and place into a small ovenproof dish.
4.  Place the flour and oats in a bowl and mix well. Cut the cold butter 

into small cubes and rub the butter into the oats and flour, using your 
fingertips. Repeat until the crumble mixture resembles an even crumb 
texture. Add the sugar and digestive biscuits, and mix through. 

5.  Cover the fruit with the crumble mixture. Bake for about 20 minutes, or 
until the crumble is golden.

6.  You can add a scoop (or two) of your favourite vanilla ice cream. 
7.  Dig in and enjoy!

EASY PEASY APPLE CRUMBLE

A bona fide baking aficionado, 
Theresa Cui was kind enough to 
share her all-time favourite dessert 
to whip up – apple crumble!
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SPOTTED!
At our Rock Kidz Resurrection Sunday Service 

(too precious, so never mind the typo...)
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YOU ARE THE APPLE OF GOD’S EYE!


